
180

Clays in geotechnical applications – GTA-P02
 
Adobe material of the Sun Temple, Pachacamac, Peru – Engineering, geological 
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the calculation of the plasticity index I =w -w
the sedimentation using a Casagrande aerometer is a standard procedure for obtaining the grain-size 

for the standard cone test of w

a small sample, non-standard methods had to be searched for. The grain-size distribution was done by 
 

and I

X-ray diffraction analysis that showed kaolinite as the main clay mineral, no traces of smectite were found. 

protection against rainfalls. On the other hand, the amount of the cohesive fraction is low, whereby the 
cohesion of kaolinite is lower than that of smectite, which indicates a low strength of the adobe material.

tests.


